Argument Essay 
An argumentative essay uses evidence and facts from reliable sources to support the claim it’s making. Its purpose is to persuade the reader to agree with the argument. 
A good argumentative essay will use facts and evidence to support the argument, rather than just the author’s thoughts and opinions. It will also recognize the opposing argument and will seek to discredit it through valid evidence. 
I. Brainstorm: For your Argument Essay, brainstorm a topic that is important or meaningful to you. The issue/subject area you choose should be appropriate for academic discussion. 
Tip: For the final exam, you will create a visual ad and write a persuasive speech based on your argument topic. So, when choosing an argument topic, keep those future assignments in mind.
Topics that are NOT approved:
Legalizing marijuana; Abortion; Death penalty; Hazards of smoking; Vaccines causing autism; Hazards of drinking and driving or texting and driving; COVID treatment or vaccines; Other topics may be added to this list if deemed as too broad, overly used, or insufficient evidence. 
The instructor must approve all topics. 

You may look up a list of argumentative topics or think of a question you have about a topic; then, turn the question into a claim statement.
	Ex: Question/Topic: Do child stars have it rough?
Next research sources on both sides of the argument. Websites, Wikipedia, magazine articles may be used to gain knowledge of a topic, but you may not use biased websites, Wikipedia, Debate.org, or Pros.Cons. as valid and reliable sources in your essay. 
Then, decide on your claim (pick a side). 
	Claim: Child stars lead a challenging life. 
II. Research sources: Research reputable sources that support your claim and the opposing side. Your essay will require at least four reputable sources. Choose the ones that are most informative on the argument. 
Search Google Scholar and/or the library databases for scholarly and reputable sources. Sources can include books, professional magazines, academic articles/journals, and approved popular magazines/newspapers such as Forbes, NYTimes, Washington Post, Chicago Tribune, Houston Chronicle, NPR, National Geographic, Time, and Newsweek. 
You may not use debate.org or pros cons.com, blogs, biased websites, or any pop culture publications.
· Based on your research, you will decide on two premises to support your claim. This will be your argument.
	Argument (with premises): Child stars lead a challenging life. because they are too immature to handle the publicity, and the demanding lifestyle of a celebrity. 
· Based on your research, you will also explore a counter argument. 
	Ex: Counter Argument: Many people feel that child stars should not be pitied because they lead a privileged life of fame and fortune. 
· You must then provide a valid rebuttal to the counter argument. 
	Ex: Rebuttal: While child stars lead a privileged lifestyle, they also give up their childhood and deal with the stresses of a demanding industry.
· You will end your argument with a conclusion – the point you are trying to make based on your argument. 	
	Conclusion: Because of the challenges that child stars face, they should be treated more temperately by the media and their fans. 
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Research: Search Google Scholar and/or the library databases for valid and reliable sources.
Rhetorical Situation: Keep your rhetorical situation in mind: 
	Audience; Purpose; Stance; Genre; Context; Medium/Design
Persuasion: Remember, an argument essay is a persuasive essay. You will use Logos, Ethos, and Pathos to convince your audience of your argument. As the writer, you will decide whether to use all three appeals, or just one or two. 
POV: Write in 3rd Person POV. It is more persuasive when you leave out opinion and just rely on facts and evidence. 
Word Count: 800 – 1000 words, not including Works Cited page.
Writing Style: Present a fluid and clear writing style. Use persuasive language and vocabulary that suits your topic. Ex: for topics that relate to the medical field, use medical terminology; for topics related to the legal field, use legal terminology, and so on. 


